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who had been fired because of their 
leading roles in the labor unrest. 


Eritrean People’ iberation | Kenya 
(EPLF), is entrenched in mountain | 


(West Africa, December 15 and 29, 
1980.) 


EASTERN AFRICA 


Ethiopia 


@ In December, shortly after Sudan 
President Gaafar al-Nimeiry’s pro- 
posal of a seven-point peace plan 
was put forth and rejected by Ethio- 
pia, the Ethiopian army launched a 
major offensive against Eritrean 
guerrillas. 

However, like all previous offen- 
sives, the result was stalemate. The 
main Eritrean nationalist group, the 
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strongholds and has so far repelled 
all attacks vy the Ethiopian army. 

That army, which is already 
fighting on two fronts (the other is 
the southern Ogaden region), re- 
portediy has bolstered a third front, 
in Tigré, the province just south of 
Eritrea. Government forces, said 
Tigré nationalists, have doubled to 
about 40,000. Tigré guerrillas re- 
portedly maintain close coordina- 
tion with the EPLF along the border 
between the two regions. (Christian 
Science Monitor, February 5, 1981; 
London Guardian, January 26, 
1981; Washington Star, December 
7, 1980.) 


@ In the words of an Economic 
Planning Ministry report, Kenya 
faces “as difficult a year as 1980, if 
not more,” primarily due to contin- 
uing shortages of basic foods and 
balance of payment problems. 

The shortages are blamed on 
drought, smuggling, panic buying 
and hoarding and have lasted for the 
past year. Kenya estimates it will 
have to spend at least $70 million on 
further imports of maize, rice and 
wheat this year, exacerbating the 
balance of payments situation. 

The U.S. agreed to sell Kenya 
70,000 metric tons of maize at a cost 
of $11.7 million, for delivery in Feb- 
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